MocTt

- Cbelwb MeHs, - NpOMn3HEC ApKalumK, Koe-KaK weBens 3amép3wmnmm rybamm. - Chewb
MEHS, CbIHOK.

Cnaboe obnauko napa, copBaBLUeecs C ero NOCUHEBLUMX ry6, pacTasio B MOPO3HOM
BO34yXe YacTmuen ncxoasiwen na tena XUsHu.

YepHornasblin B3rna4 Manbynka oTCcTpaHEHHO npobexan no nuuy crapuka, BepHyacs K
BeplwmnHe KapaTpora.

- BC& paBHO 0pOThbl CbeaaT, - NpoAokKan ApKanumk 3aTyxalowmm ot cnaboctu
ronocoM. - 1 tebsa n meHa ceenat, MenbkuM. Toraa y HUX cun ctaHet 6onblie. MpuayT B
KOroJ [nocenenune]. HeNb3sa MM gatb CUNbI.

Manbuunk KMBHYN 6e3yyacTtHO, He cBoAs B3rnsaa c 6enomn wankm CHeroB Ha nuke.

- 51 ceryac ycHy, - npoAonkan CTapuk TaXeno, € o4bIWKON. - Tbl TOrAa yaapb MeHs.
HoxxoM. BoT ctoga. A ympy. Kposb nen. OHa Ténnas, cbiTHas. bbICTpO X13Hb HabepéLb.

Manbumnk Koe-Kak, C nepeabilikaMun, NoArpéd K cTapukKy HECKONbKO Ky4ek
NPOCHEeXeHHOro ceHa. CorpeTb M3MOXAEHHOE TeN0 CTapMKa OHO YXe He MOr/o, HO
ManbyMKy Tak 6bls10 CNOKOMHENR.

- Cnun, - ckasan OoH.

- Ara, - pagoCTHO KMBHYN CTapuk. N nokasan noxenTenbiM nasabLeM C U3/TIOMaHHbIM
YépHbIM HOrTeM cebe Ha wWel Nog YentCcTblo. - BoT ctoga yaapuuwb. He cnnbHo. CUNbHO He
6en. A To KpoBb 6bICTPO YNAET.

- Cnu, - noBTOpUN MenbKnM.

- Mpo ayxoB He 3abyab, - 6opMoTan cTapuk, 3akpbiBas rnasa. - lyxam neyeHb otaan.
MeyeHb Naoxasa y MeHs, cTapas, He elb eé.

- He 6yny.

- CMoTpu. FonoBy ToXe He Tporain. 0108y opnam ocTaBb. A cepjle Cbellb NepBbIM.
Tak xouy.

- [a.

- Cepaue... MycTb 6yaeT... TBOMM, - rybbl ApKanumKka COMKHYJ/IUCb B YCTanyto
6€3>XN3HEHHYI0 CKNaAKy Ha O6TSHYTOM KOXeWn yepene; 1Lo ero U IMuoM-TO yXXe Ha3BaTb
6blN10 HeNb3sg — Uccoxwasa Macka naona. Cnabocte U COH ogoneBanu, TAHYNN B OMYT
3ab6bITbs. - Cepaue y MeHs... BOWH 6bl... AyX0B He 3abyab... [Toka He 3aMép30 MACO...

- Cnu, cTapbin.

ApKan4dumk 3amonyasn, 3aconen cnabo, NOYTU HeCnbIWHO. pyab, YKpbITas nexanbiM
CeHoM, byaTo M He NoAHMManacb — He MOHATb 6bI10, YCHY1 CTapUK MK YLWEN B CHEXHYIO
BEYHOCTb.

MenbKkuM 3aweBennncs, 3ackpéb cHer, nogHMMasiCb. BcTaB Ha KONEHW, NOATSAHYJICS,
BbIFIIHY/1 NOBEpPX oneAeHenoro 6yrpa no Kpaw siMbl, B KOTOPON OHM CO CTapuMKOM 3anernu.
Ha Toi cTopoHe nponact He BUAHO 6blN0 AbiMa KOCTpa. BOT yXe TpeTuin AeHb He

BWAHO AbIMa. [OX0Xe, N OpOTaM HblHYE He JIerKO — KOHYMNOCh Y HUX Tonnmeo. CoxXrim
BCE, UTO MOXHO 6b1/10 cXeyb. Cbenu BCE, YTO MOXHO 6bl10 cbecTb. W 3amep3atoT Tenepb. Y
HUX BeAb U CeHa MOXeT He 6biTb. XOTH, OT CeHa NPOKYy Mano, ec/in U3HYTPU HUYEro He
rpeer.

MoHavany Kaxxayto HOoYb NbiTaNMCb OPOThbl NepebpaTbCa Ha 3Ty CTOPOHY MO BUCSYEMY
MOCTY. Bbibunpanu Bpemsi, 4Tobbl 3acTaTb Bpacniox — To 6auxe K yTpy, TO B CaMyto
TeMeHb. [la BCé 3ps: CTapuK M Manb4nk 6bi1M HAaCTOpPOXe; BABOEM He Craan — TOSbKO Mo
oyepean. MHorux nepebunu.

Tyro cenyac opotam. Kak nasuHa colwna, Tak octasacsa y HUX oAnH NyTb — Ha 3Ty
CTOPOHY, NO BMCAYEMY MOCTY, Ha KOTOPOM TOJIbKO-TOJIbKO ABO€ CMOryT pa3onTUCb. Hu
NOMOLLM XAATb UM HEOTKYAA, HU OTCTYNUTb Hekyaa. N 0603, Buaath, yxe nyct — Bcé
COXpaJiM, YTO MOXHO 6blS0.

CHavana, nokyga 6o y OpoTOB siapa 415 Nywku, ApKkanunky ¢ MesbKMMOM
npuxoaunocek Hecnagko. CTapuky, BOH, CTYMHIO OTOpBano. A opoTbl BECENUANUCL — Nanun
U3 Nyweykn, Kpyuyanum 4to-To No-cBoeMy, ApasHUInce. NMoHnMManun, 4To MOpTUPY UM BCE
paBHO MO MOCTKY He NpoTawuTb, @ TYT — Takasa notexa. ToNbKO Becenbe-TO Y HUX 6bICTpo
KOH4YMNoCb. BMecTe ¢ aapaMn U KOHUMNOChL. Kak YSCHWUAN, 4TO B ABA PYXbS UX BCEX MOXHO
Ha 3TOM MOCTY MOJIOXMUTb, TaK U KOHUYMNIOCh Y HUX Becesbe.



BblN0 MX YenoBek C NOACOTHM NoHa4vany. Tenepb OCTancsa AECATOK OT cuibl. He
MeHblUe WMMa [asanuaTs yenosek] 3aCTpenman Menbknm ¢ ApkanumkoM. CKonbKo-HMOGYAb
HaBepHska nasuHa 3abpana. benas cmepTb TOXe, NOAN, 3arnsabiBasa K HAM B narepsb.

[a, He bonblue aecsaTKa cenmyac opoToB. 3aMEp3Llune, rosiogHbie, ocnabeswme.,

Ho kakune 6bl HM 6binK, a 6naro, YTo He 3HalOT OHWU, CKOJIbKO 3apsiA0B OCTaNoChb Yy MX
NPOTUBHMKOB MO 3Ty CTOPOHY. 3Hanu 6bl, Tak o3Bepenu 6bl, 3aopann 6bl UCTOWHO U
pafoCTHO, nonesnun 6bl Ha MocT. OTrpeMenu 6bl NocneaHue ABa BbiCTpena M3 Apkanymkosa
PYXbsi, NbIXHY0 6bl pyXbeuo Menbkuma, 1 — BCE. ManeHbKMN MONYAETCKUIN NYK C
YeTbIpbMS CTpenaMn — 3TO XKe TaK TOSIbKO, BUANMOCTb 04HA, @ He opyXue.

CrapuK 3acToHan BO CHe. XXuB, 3HauuT. Hora, HaBepHoe, HoeT. JInwb 6bl He 3arHuna
Hora, a To YépHas KpOBb ero B ABa AHA yAywuT. N ocTtaHeTca Toraa MenbkuMm oauH 34€eCh,
nocpeaun 6enon HemoThbl lMotowmx rop. C 4eCcATb Fro04HbIMU OPOTaMM MO Ty CTOPOHY
mocTa. C Tpemsa 3apsgamu.

Fonoa pe3knM cnasMoM cAaBu NYCTOM XenyaoK, CKPYTUN ero XrytoMm, kak OTtanbka
CKpy4MBaeT CTUpaHyto pybaxy, omxumMas.

OTanbka cenyac cuauT B TEMSIOM XaTyTe, ecT XUPHYH 6apaHuHY, @ Ha HU3KOW
cKkameeuke, psAoM, NapuT ropsiumini TpaBHUK. FOpUT, NOTPECKUBas N UCToYas BKYCHbIN
3anax, XWpHuK. Fae-To, B AanbHeM Kpyre, UrpatoT Ha CypraHe, n UCMOJSIHEHHbI BEYHOMN
neyasnn HaneB YHOCUTCH MO CKJSIOHaM K BeplunHe Maxpora, Ty4a, rae CnaT B CBOUX
neasHbIX XaTyTax Ayxu rop.

MOMHUT N OHa o MenbkuMe? ELWé Nos-fyHbl Ha3a4 OHU C ApKANUYMKOM AO0/KHbI 6blnun
BEPHYTbCS B NOCENOK. He BepHynucb. Takoe Hepeako 6biBano. lyxu € ya0BOIbCTBUEM
3abumpaloT CBOK A0S0 MOPCKUX XU3HEN: 3a3eBalicd, OCTYNUCA Ha Y3Koi obneaeHenon
Tpone, ncnyrasnacsa neHus rop Uin pokoTa BeTPOB, TEHU 3@ CKa/ION — NOMWHAM Kak 3Banu.
A oHM 06a — OAMHOYKN, HE OXOTHMKWN, HE BOMHbI; CTapuK Aa ManbyuLiKa, NeperoHLmnKmn
ckoTa. Mano nu Taknx 66110 1 6yaeT eweé. Yxe n NnacToK — MOMUHANbHYIO XepTBy —
NPUHECAN Mo HWUM, HaBepHoe. N 3abbinu.

OpOoTOB OHW YBUAEIWN HE3aA0Nr0 A0 HOYEBKM. Te Wan Cnopo, TOPONUANCE YCneTb K
nepesany YMyKTO 4O Nypru, KoTopas yxe cobupanacb Ha BeplwnHax U BOT-BOT A0XKHA
6blna cnycTnTbCsa BHU3, K Tpone. C NOJICOTHM YenoBek, 04Ha rnoeo3ka B 0603e, HebosnbLLas
MopTupa. NMoBO3KY caMu Xxe congaThl U BONOKAWM — fioWwanb TO 1M Nana rae, To Nn eLwé
yTo. KyZa v 3a4eM OHU Wn, Hem3BecTHO. Ho Kyaa 6bl OHM HU WK, He 6bI10 Y HUX
ApYyroro nyTu, KpoMe Kak yepes nocesieHme PakynéH. A TaM ceiyac octaBasiMCb O4HMU
CTapuKKM Aa XEeHLWMHbI C AeTbMU. MyXUMHbI B C€30H OXOTbl B KOrosie He cuasaT. A OpoTbl —
HeyXenn OHU NPUAYT, BEXNMBO NMONpocaT oborpeTb UX Ha HOYb M NMPOAATb HEMHOIO
nposm3nn? [la Hukorga! OCTaHyTCa Nocae HUX NUWb YEpPHble KPYru 3eMn OT CrOpeBLUnX
XaTyTOB, NATHA KPOBW Aa NpeACMepTHble KPUKKU, KOTOpble A0NTo ewé 6yayT 6nyxaaTb
9XOM cpeau BeplmnH. He BnepBon. He oAuH KOros BbDKIMIW U Bbipe3asnu.

Kak HM TOponuanucb CTapukK U ManbuuK, HO LWAW OHU MeaneHHee congaTt. K Houu
MWUHOBaNW NoABeCHOM MOCT U obeccusieHHble 3acenn B 3aroHe A1s CKOTa, 3apbl/iuCb B
CONoMy. U cnbilanu, Kak BCKOpe noaoLwwan opoThbl, BCTanW slarepeM Ha TOW CTOpoHe
nponacTu, 3a BbICTYNOM cKasbl. Torga, B TeMHOTE, HaTackasan OHW COSIOMbI B SIMY, B COpOKa
Wwarax oT MocTa, nepebpanucb B HEE, 3acenun, oXxuaas pacceeTa.

CnosapaHKy OpOTbl NOAHSAINCE, 3arOMOHWAU, 3a5asn Ha CBOEM BU3I/IMBOM U
rHyCcaBoOM f3blKe, 3acyeTunncb. Korga nepeble YeTBepoO CTYNWIN Ha MOCT, ApKandumk
BbICTpenun. bpocun pyxbé Menbkumy, Ha 3apsaaky. MNbixHyn n3 BToporo pyxbs. Oba
BbICTpesia 6bln Xopolwn — ABa vesioBeka NoBanmancb, OAMH U3 HUX YXHYS C MOCTUKA B
nponacTtb. A BOT CTpena, nyweHHas MenbKMMOM U3 nyKa, uenu He gocturna.

OpoTbl onewnnan, 3aMaancb, 3akpmdann, He pasrnages NpoTUBHUKA. ApKanunk gan
ewé aBsa BbicTpena — ybun ogHOro congata v paHun gpyroro. Torga ucnyraHHble BOSIKU B
naHuke 6pocnNMUCb OT MOCTa BCMSATb, MOBAaJINMNCL HA CHEr, 3anernu, NpUHSInCb
6ecnopsaaoYHO CTpensTb.

A NOTOM yxHyJs1a MopTupa.

N cnepom nowia naBuHa...

M BOT yXXe ABe NYHHbIX YeTBepTh cnaaT MenbkuM ¢ ApkaiiuMKoM B CEHHOMN sgMe,
AepXXaT opoTOB 3a MOCTOM. lNocneaHasa nenéwka n NAacTUK BSJIEHOMO Msca CbefeHbl elé
oAWHHaAuUaTb AHeN Ha3ag. Y Apkanuunka oTopBaHa sApOM CTYMHSA; 06eCCMNeHHbIN CTapuk



Tenepb 3apsHKaroLmnM,

Ho cerogHs, kaxeTtcs, 6b110 X nocnegHee conHue. Ecnm aTo HoYblo, KOTOpas yXXe Ha
noaxoAe, opoThbl pewaTcs ewé pa3 nonpoboBaTb NepenTn MOCT, MeNbK1UM HEe CMOXET UX
yaepxaTb. Konu nomoryT ayxu rop, Y6béT oH ewé Tpomnx. NMNoToM 0gHOro, MoxeT 6bITb,
ybbET 13 nyka, koraa nogonayT 6nmxe. A NOTOM... A MOTOM OH 6POCUTCA K HUM C HOXOM...
Bpocutca?.. Mononzér!

M oHn ybbloT ero.

MouyscTtByeT nn OTanbKUHO cepaue, 4To oH yMep? CoxMETcA nun BApyr, 3a6onut nn,
3acTtaBuB 6pOCUTL 3aMellaHHOe TeCTOo, CeCTb Ha CKaMblO M 3anfiakaTb HXU C TOrO HWU C cero?
Beab HaBepHsKa oHa 3HaeT ceilyac cepaueMm, 4to Menbkum xume. U XAET ero.

CHoBa 3acToHas BO CHe ApKanunk, AEPHYN pyKoW. BoteT cTapuk, 6bET npywmx 4yepes
MOCT Bparos.

A MoxeT 6bITb, He xaaTb? C HAacTyn/ieHneM TEMHOTbI Mepenon3T¥ MOCT, NPOKPaCTbCS B
narepb OpoTOB U Bblpe3aTb Ux? CkofbKko yaacTtcd. OcTaBwimecs ecnv v NnpuayT B KOros, Tak
6yneT ux yxe mMano. bbiTb MOXeT, CNPaBATCA C HUMU CTaApPUKMU.

MenbKUM KMBHYN CBOMM MbICNSIM, MOCMOTPEs Ha nexauwero Apkandumka. bes Bcsakomn
HagexAabl NoArpédb K HeMy eLlé CONOMbI, MPMXKACS WEeKOM K 3apocllen weke, nocaywarn
AblxaHue. Bpoae, AbIWKT...

Py>xbé c coboin 6paTb He MMESIO CMbICNA: JINLLHAS TAXXECTb, @ NoCc/ae NePBOro Xe
BbICTpesia NoAHUMETCS BECb OCTAaTOK OPOTCKOro nareps. HeT, AgencTtBoBaTb HYXHO byaeT
TUXO, U JTyYLIUA NOMOLHUK 34eCb — KOHEYHO HOX.

Hox y Menbknma 6bis1 XOpOLWmnii, Manb4Ynk UM ropamnacs n HantoboBaTbCsA Ha Hero He
Mor. BoeBol HOX C YA06HOW MHYTON PYyKOSATbIO, C YMOPOM, C OTTOYEHHbLIM K/TMHKOM
CWUHEeBaTOM CTanu, No KOTOPOMY pacnon3/inCb U3MOPO3b0 3aKOPHOYKU-BYKBbI MHO3EMHOM
HEMNOHATHOM BA3W. DTO ATY/IbYMK NMpoUrpan eMy HoXu4YeK, rog Hasaa. MNMesH 6bin Toraa
ATYNbUYMK NOCNEe ABYX KOBLUEN TYPKM [soaku] U B MbSHOM Kypaxe NPUHSNCS TAraTbCs C
MenbknuMoM B cTpenbbe us nyka. MNpounrpan KoOHe4YHo...

Kak Hu 6bin ceitdyac ocnabneH MenbkuM, HO nepepesaTb 3TUM HOXOM ropslo — He
3ajava.

OH npucnywancsa K narepto opoToB. He cnbixaTb 66110 HUYero. MoxeT, n He nonesyT
OHU cerogHs Ha MOCT?

BnpoueM, Hagexa Ha To, YTO OHW BAPYT OTKaXyTCH OT CBOMX M1aHOB, He 6bi10. UM
NpoOCTO AeBaTbCH Hekyaa. inun yMmepeTb TYT rologHON U XON04HOM CMEpPTbo, UKW NPONTH
MOCT M ABUHYTbCA Aanblle, B HaAexXAe HAaTKHYTbCA Ha Kakon-HMbyab KOron, KoTopbIi
OKaxeTcs no 3ybam AecaTky U3MOXAEHHbIX Ntogen. M| KOHEYHO XXe OHW 3HatT, YTo
NPOTUBHMKOB BCero ABoe. M 3To nx ocobeHHo 6ecuT. HO caenaTb OHW HUYEro He MOryT.

He mMornu. lNMoka He KOHYMIUCL Y CTapuKa U Manbyuka 3apsibl...

Ewé 3acBeTno, He3aa0/aro Ao cyMmepek, Apkanumk TUXO, He NpocbkInasach, ymep.

C HacTynneHueM TEMHOTbI, BbDKAAB eLé HeKoTopoe BpeMs, YTObbl OpOThbl UMenu
BO3MOXHOCTb 3aCHYyTb, MenbkMM nornaguna ctapuka no xonogHomy nbéy m soibpancs us
AMbl.

K ToMy BpeMeHn Kak OH A0MN0N3 A0 MOCTa, cepaue ero yxe 6elweHo KonoTunoch, a
nepea rnasaMmu nablin pagyxHbole Kpyru. UCTOWEHHbBIN OpraHn3M SpoCTHO NpOTECTOBas
NPOTUB KaXA0ro ABUXeHUSA. PyKN U HOMM OKOYeHenu, nanblbl, Ka3anocb, CMEP3UCH
Mexay cobon.

Koe-kak, no4yTn Tepss CoO3HaHWe U NOMUHYTHO OXuaas BbiCTpena, npeogonen
KayarLwmncsa MocT.

Bapyr nowén, npoceinancs ¢ Heba, MenKnii KpyneHuUcTblin cHer. MNogHAICa BETEPOK —
HEeCWbHbIN, HO NeasHo-ob6xuratowmin. CHexxHasa Kpyna nokanbiBasaa anuo, HopoBuna
nonacTtb B rnasa. BugnmocTtb CUAbHO yMeHblmMaack. M xopowo 1 nnoxo. Tebs He cpa3y
pa3rngaasaT, HO U Tbl MOXELLb KOro-TO He YBUAETb.

B kapaynbHOW fiMe, B AeCATW Warax oT MoCTa, cuaen 4yesioBek B U3HOLEHHOWN U
rPSI3HOM ConaaTcKon MopMe, B MPOXOKEHHON wnHenu. CosceM ewé mMonoaon, 6neaHbin,
3aMEp3LMI TaK, YTO CO3HaHMe ero, HaBepHoe, CY3UI0Ch B TOUKY. Kakon yx TyT Kapayn —
COBCTBEHHYIO XXU3Hb HE MpoKapaynTb bbl!..

Korga ronosa MenbknuMa cBecusiacb HaZ KpaeM siMbl, Koraa OH 3ackpéb pykamuy,



nepesannBasiCb BHYTPb, @ U3-N04 NasibLEeB ero nocbinanacb BHM3 MEp3nas 3emns, conaat
noAHsaNn ronosy. MNMoTyxwue rnasa ero Bpas paclWnpuancb, HanOJHUINCE CO3HAHNEM U
y>KacoM.

- Fo6bnuH! - 3akpuyan oH.

BepHee, eMy, HaBepHOe, Ka3anocCb, YTO OH 3aKpuyan. A Ha caMOM Jene ero
NPOCTY>XXEHHOe cuneHue Bpsa n 6b110 CNbIWHO Aanblue, YeM B TPEX warax. Ypoanneoe —
Takoe 6enokoxee n ToHKoe, ronybornasoe — AULO CO CAULLKOM ASIMHHBIM HOCOM, C
NOSIOCKOM MIWEeHNYHOro LBeTa YCMKOB Haj BepxHen rybon, nepekocnnocb oT cTpaxa.
MocuHeBLlwmne rybbl TPSACINCE OT X004a M yXKaca.

MenbKuM cKaTuNca K HeMmy B siMy. Cun, 4Tobbl cpasy 6pocuTbCa Ha Bpara, yxXe He
6b1710, NO3TOMY MasibyMK 3aMep, MPUXKXUMasACb CIMHOM K MEP3/ION 3eMie, TAXENOo Ablwa,
BbICTaBUB HOX Brnepén. CongaTt cnmaen HanpoTuse, CKMMasa B pyKax PYy>Xbé C MPUMKHYTbIM
LWITLIKOM, WU BO BCe rfasa rnagen To Ha TEMHOKOXee, BOJ10caToe, NJI0CKOHOCOoe NNLO
HeBeCTb 0TKyAa B3siBWerocs robnvHa, B ero KpacHOBaTO-3eMéHble rnasa, TO Ha CUHEBATbIN
KJIMHOK B STIOXMATOM pyke. Bbln oH Monoa — toHey ewé coBceM, roga Ha Tpu-JyeTtbipe
cTapwe Menbkuma. Bbln oH cnab 1 HanyraH A0 NOMHOM NoTepu opneHTaunun. 3ybbl ero
CTy4anu oT X0s104a U BOJIHEHMS.

- F'o6bnuH! - npowenTan oH eweé pa3. M1 noToM, BCNOMHUB: - Tpesora!

HO HUKTO He MOr yc/nblWaTb WU He YCNbIWan ero «KpuKa».

- AT KoKop, TyB/OK! - NnpowenTan eMy MenbkuM, Hakannameas cunbl ans 6pocka. -
Monuun, 6apaH!

Conpgatuk HakoHel, coobpasmn — AEpPHYN pyXbE&, NOBOpaumBas ero K Menbkumy
WTbIKOM. MoTaHyNn cobauky, HO 3aMEép3LWNI Nanew, cockanb3biBan 1 6bia1 CAuWwKoM cnab,
4yTO6bl B3BECTU 3aCThIBLUNM KYpOK. MenbkuM nepexsaTtui pyKon o06KuraroLwmnin Xxonoaom
CTBOJ1, OTBEN B CTOPOHY. MMOTOM OTTO/IKHYJICS CNMHON OT 3eMJISHOM CTeHbl 1 NoBaaWACS
BNepén, Ha NpPoTMBHUKA, Lens HOXoM B ropsio. ConaaT nogancs Hasag, OTCTPaHsasaCh,
OTBOpaYMBasAChb, NCNYraHHO KOCACb Ha CMEPTOHOCHOE CMHEBATOE Xaslo-0CTpUE.

Ypap npuWwérncs B Wek, HU3KO, Y CaMOro BOPOTHUKA wWnHenun. OTBopunachb KpoBb.
Conpgat 3actoHan, noanuncsa Ha 60k, 6pocas pyXbé n 3axumas paHy. Torga Menbkum
yAapwa ero HOXOM, He NpuMepsscb, Kyaa-To B 60K.

lMoToM C TpyAoM pa3xan pyku obmepLuero toHUa v npunan rybamu K paHe Ha LWee,
NOTSAHYN B pOT, BCAcblBas, TENYIO, KaKYO-TO MACAAHUCTYO, KpoBb. OHa 6blna conéHo-
CNaZKoM M OCTPO Naxsia XWU3HbHO.

Cpoenan rnotok. MNoTaHyn ewe.

W TyT e oTBanMACA OT YenoBeKa, ynan Ha KoneHu, crmbasce B Tpu normbenu, ncxoas
6ecnnoaHbIMM pBOTHLIMM cna3mamun. CongaTt 3agpbiran HOraMu, BXUMasCb B 3EMISHYIO
CTeHy, OJHOM pYKOM 3aKpblBas paHy, APYroM XBaTascCb 3a 6polleHHoe pyXbé&, NoCTaHbIBas
oT 60nun B 60KYy. Yaap Menbkuma Bbiwen cnabbiM, HO WMHENb U TMMHACTEPKY Takum npobun.
OCTpbI KOHYUK BOLWEN MexAay pébep, HO Aanblie yxe He npoaBuHyncsa. OgHako 6onb
Kasanacb ceivyac congaTtuky HeBbIHOCMMONW. Ha rnasax ero BbICTynuAu CNésbl.

MenbkuM o06eccuneHHOo NoBanuiaca psaoMm ¢ HUM, BCEM TE/IOM Najas Ha PyXbE,
npuXxmnmas ero K 3emne.

Ob6a 3amepnun, He B cunax caenatb 6oblle HU ABMXEHUS, TONbKO rNa4a Apyr Apyry B
rnasa, Apoxa oT xoJjo4a.

- Yiam, a? - HeyBepeHHO NpouU3HEC conaaT yepe3 HECKOIbKO MUHYT.

MenbK1UM pasyMeeTcsl HUYero He noHs.

- N Tepek! - npowwunen oH. - He pasrosapusai!

- 51 He 6yny cTpenaTtb, - NpoAo/Kan conaat. - YNAn TonbKo.

- AT KOKOp, aK Magan, nepekke, - otBeTua MenbkKuM, NOAHOCS K NMuUy congarta fessune
HOXa. - Monuun, a To ybbto cervac xe.

Conpat ncnyraHHO NOKOCU/ICA Ha noAparueatoulee B 06eCcCuieHHon pyke OCTpué,
3aKpbla rnasa.

MenbKkuMa MyTUI0 OT BKyCa KPOBU BO PTY; XeNnyaoK, BbIBEPHYTbIN HAU3HAHKY
6eccunbHOM pBOTON, CXaNcs B Ky/aadok n nogparuean. B ocnabeswee co3HaHue u3
3acTuniarnlero ero 6penoBoro TyMaHa NpoHMKANM CMyTHbIE CTpallHble obpasbl — Ayxu
rop, HaBepHoe, WYTUIN CBOUN HEBECESble LUYTKN.

Yepe3 HECKO/IbKO MUHYT OHU 06a, YenoBek n robnmH, cnanm 6ecnpobyaHbiM CHOM.



MpocHyBLWNCb, MenbKMM NPsiMO BO3/1€ CBOEro Nnmua yBmaen AAUHHLIA 61eaHbIn HOC
conpaTta. Bo cHe oHM, HaBepHOE, MHCTUHKTUBHO MOTAHYAUCL APYT K APYrY, NpUXanaucs,
NblITassCb XOTb KaK-TO COrpeTbCs. HblNo nexaulee Ha py>XXemnHOoM CTBOJIE MeYO.

3aHMMancs pacceeT. HadaBLIMNCSA HOUYbIO CHEr NoKpbliBana UX Tefna CNoeMm B naney,
TONWMHON. MNoTenneno. BoT-BoT Haj BepwmHOW KapaTtpora nogHMMETCS COSTHLE.

MenbKnuM NpUCNyLwancs K AblXaHuio congata — AblwunT nn. Conaat Ablwan. XXue. PaHa
Ha LWee NMoKpblack KOPKOW 3anéKLiencs Kposu.

Hapo 6bino nogHMMaTbCs M ybmuBaTtb ero. MNoToM BbibMpaTbCs U3 AMbl U UATU pe3aTb
BCEX XMBbIX, CKO/IbKO ycrneelwb N CMOXellb. Y6bloT caMoro, KOHe4YHo. Ho apyroro ncxoaa
nosop MenbkmMMa 1 He AOCTOMH — Mpocnan, npegancs cnaboctu, He caenan TOro, 4YTo
AOJIKeH 6bln caenaTb. Tenepb Bparn, CKosbko 6bl X HXU 6blN0O, NPOMAYT MOCT, ABUHYTCS K
Korony.

- Mama... - ycnblwan oH BO3J/1e CaMOro yxa cnabblin ronoc conaarta.

Mama... Y Menbknuma MaMbl He 6b110. bblna, KOHEYHO, HO OH €& He NMoMHuN. Eé ybunu
0opoTbl. Takne xe, Kak BOT 3TOT 61eaHONNLbIN XYAON OHeL,.

CTpaHHO, 3TWU MOHCTpPbI 30BYT MaMy TOYHO TakK Xe&, KaK U OHU, HACTOsILLME EHHEK
[caMOHassaHme ro6nmMHoB; 34€ech - mop,M]. Nnun, MOXeT, 3TO CNOBO 3HAYUT B UX MTHYCaBOM $3blKe YTO-
HMByab gpyroe? Ho 4To Apyroe MoXeT O03HadaTb «MamMa»?

ConpaTt oTKpbI rnasa.

- Han cy TepTe? - cnpocmn MenbKkuM. - 2 TepTe MaMa? [Koro Tl 38an? Mamy? ]

- A? - conpaTt He OTCTpaHW/ICA, HE OTOABUHYJICS, NO3BOMNB cebe elé HECKObKO
MFHOBEHMW 61arocIoBEHHOro Tensa paaoM C YyXXUM TesioM, NoA CNoeM cHera.

- Mama, - Nnpoun3HEéc OH. - MHe cHunacb MaMma.

W ynbibHyncsa cnabo. M TyT xe 3annakan 6e33By4HO — TONIbKO CAE3bl MOKATUANCH U3
rnas.

MenbKkuM 3aweBenusics, paspylas Tennosy 060104Ky. Mopo3, XOTb yXe n
ocnabesBwunin, cpasy pMHYACS Nog KYPTKY, BLUENWUCS KotounmmMm 3ybammn B NU3MOXAEHHOE
Teno. Nyctas wepcTb, NOKpbIBaBLWas ero, He cnacasla — eCc/fn XenyaoK nyct, Kakoe MoXeT
6bITb TEMI0.

OH Hawapwun Hox. Koe-kak BCcTan Ha KoneHu. MNMogHancs.

ConpaT npogosmkan 6e3ydacTHO fexaTb, a4a B 04HY Touky. KaxeTcs, oH
OKOHYaTeNIbHO CMUPUJICS C TEM, UYTO XXU3Hb KOHYMIACh.

He c nepBoOit NONbLITKM NOAYYUIOCh Y MenbKMMa BbINE3TU U3 Kapay/ibHOW saMbl. Ha
HErHYLWMXCS U ApoXalunx oT c1abocTm Horax, oH NOWén 3a BbICTyN CKasbl, Tyda rae
pacnosioXusics narepb oOpoToB, rAe Xaafna ero BepHasi CMepTb...

Ho cMmepTb yxe yuwnia ns nareps. Caenana cBoé aesno u ywna. N Tonbko
6e3XXM3HEeHHblEe, 4AaBHO OKOCTEHEBLUWE, TEMa fiexanun Bokpyr. Ymepnu Bce. KTo
3aBEPHYBLUNCL B Aeptory. KTo B NONbITKE OTJIOMUTb 3aMEép3Llimnii naneuy y Tpyna, 4tobsbl
yTonuTb ronod. KTo 3apbiBWMCh B CHer. lMocnegHnn U3 HUX OTOLWEN, KaXeTcs, He aanee
KaK HblHeLWHen HoUblo. A 3TOT lOHel, B sMe, cnaen B Kapayne, v Xaan CcMeHbl. [eHb
cngen? Abbl He aBa. BoT ayxu ero n He 3amMeTunun. Cobaka-cMepTb ob6oLusia CTOPOHOM...

MenbkuM Jonro 06bICKMBaA CTOSHKY B MOMbITKE HAWTU XOTb YTO-HMOYAb CbecTHoe. He
6b1710 HMYero. 3aTo 6blM PyXbs U MHOTO 3apsa0B. PyXbsi Y OpOTOB HOBee, fierde, u
TouyHee 6bI0T. ECcnn yaactca MenbkuMy AOUTU A0 peKU, Kyaa CryCcKalTCca Ha BOAOMNOW
KO3/bl U IKK, TO, 6bITb MOXET, eWé BEPHETCS OH B POAHOW KOroJl.

Bbibpas cebe pyxbé nonerde — oduuepckoe — ManbYuK ABUHYNCSA 06paTHO K MOCTY.

Hapno 66l ewé ctapmka Apkanumka NOXOPOHUTbL. HO cMA Ha 3TO HeT.

MpocTtn yx, ApKaiumk, 9 Teba cCHeroM noka NpucbInIo. 9 BepHyCb 3a ToO60I NOTOM,
obewwato.

Yxe gonasi 4o MOCTa, ocTaHoBwWCs. MNMocTosB, NowaTbiBasiCb Ha APOXaLLMX Horax,
obepHyncs. Mopasayman ¢ MUHYTY M Nowén obpaTtHo.

- OpoT! - no3Ban OH, BCTaB Y Kpas siMbl, B KOTOPOW BCE nexan B TOW Xe nose conjar.
- Xay, cy én? [3i, Tel xueoi?]

CongaTtuk OoTKpbIa rnasa. lNepeBén OTCYTCTBYOLWMIA TYCKbIN B3rns4 Ha ronoc.

MenbknuM MaxHyn eMmy: AaBai, BCTaBal, Bbibupaica oTryaa.

Jlexxalumnin 3akpbln rnasa.



CMupuncsl, Buaatb, yXXe co cMepTbto. He xoueT wesenutbcs. Yctan 6opoTtbcs. Ecnin
cenvyac yCHET — BCE.

Bpocus pyXb€, MenibknM Cnon3 B aMy. Yaapun siexawiero no avuy, npuHsaacy
pactankmeaTb. OcnabesB OT cAenaHHbIX YCUINIA, HE yaepXKancsa — noBanuaca CBepxy.

Monexan B 6e3HaféxHOM nonbiTKke HabpaTbcs cun. [a oTkyna Xe ux Habepélbcs,
eCclin HeT ux.

CHoBa nogHancda. Cxsatun 6eponary 3a pyku, NOTSHY/, 3acTaBnss cecTb.

- YT0? - HenoHuMalLe NpoMamMIna conaar.

- Mama! - 3akpunyan emy B yxo MefibKnM, CaM YyTb He njaya oT 310CTu n beccunus. -
Mama BepeH cyx! AT xop! [Te6s mama xnét! Berasaii! ]

Conpgatuk 3amoTas ronoBOW, 3arsHYN TYMaHHbIM B3r1S40M B rnasa robsvna.

- Mama, - npowenTasn OH.

Motom nepesén B3rnag Ha 6enyto BepwnHy KapaTpora, MOprHys, He BbiNycKas u3 rnas
cnésbl. N, rnyboko BAOXHYB, MPUHAACA NOAHMMATLCS.



